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8.—Canadian National Parks and Reserves. 
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Animal Parks and Reserves. 
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VII.—CLIMATE AND METEOROLOGY. 

1.—The Distribution of Precipitation in Canada.1 

The magnitude of the annual precipitation, although very important, gives 
by itself only a very vague conception of the climate of a region. The division of 
the year into wet and dry seasons, the conjunction of periods of heat with dry 
weather, or of a cold season with dry weather, or other possible combinations—it is 
knowledge of these seasonal peculiarities which affords the best conception of the 
climate of a place. In some parts of the world these seasonal climatic character
istics are so pronounced as to affect the mode of life and agriculture, and even of 
clothing, architecture and trade. 

In Canada, on account of its vast extent, it is not surprising to find that there 
are regional characteristics, and while they are not so extreme and striking as in 
some other parts of the world, yet they deserve notice in the national Year Book. 

These regional variations are best understood by a brief survey of the general 
meteorology of the continent, which necessitates mention of the high pressure 
systems. Of these the most marked in Canada is the polar pressure, which is mani
fested on the daily weather maps by shifting areas of high barometer in northern 
latitudes. These move over the western interior of the continent in a general 
southeasterly direction, with great intensity in a severe winter, when they are 

»Contributed by A. J. Connor, Climatologist, Dominion Meteorological Office, Toronto. 


